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the approval of the main campus or the 
branch campus that the extension is 
dependent on, if the extension is within 
the same State as the campus it is de-
pendent on. Combining the approval of 
courses offered by an extension, with 
the approval of courses offered by the 
main campus or branch campus the ex-
tension is dependent on, does not ne-
gate the minimum period of operation 
requirements in § 21.4251 for courses 
that do not lead to a standard college 
degree offered by an extension of a pro-
prietary educational institution. The 
State approving agency will list the ex-
tension and courses approved on the 
notice of approval sent to the edu-
cational institution pursuant to 
§ 21.4258 of this part. 

(f) Exceptions to the requirement that 
each location where the course or program 
is offered must have a certifying official 
on site. Exceptions to the requirement 
in paragraph (c) of this section, that 
each location with an approved course 
or program of education must have a 
certifying official on site, will be per-
mitted for— 

(1) Extensions of an educational in-
stitution when the State approving 
agency combines the approval of the 
courses offered by the extension with a 
branch campus or main campus. (See 
paragraph (e) of this section.) 

(2) Educational institutions with 
more than one campus within the same 
State if the main campus— 

(i) Maintains a centralized record-
keeping system. (See paragraph (d)(1) 
of this section.); 

(ii) Has administrative capability for 
the branch campus (or branch cam-
puses) within the same State; and 

(iii) Centralizes its certifying official 
function at the main campus. 

(3) Educational institutions with 
multi-state campuses when an edu-
cational institution wants to centralize 
its certifying official function into one 
or more locations if: 

(i) The educational institution sub-
mits all required reports and certifi-
cations that §§ 21.4203, 21.4204, 21.5810, 
21.5812, 21.7152, and 21.7652 require via 
electronic submission through VA’s 
Internet-based education certification 
application; 

(ii) The educational institution des-
ignates an employee, at each teaching 

location of the educational institution 
that does not have a certifying official 
present, to serve as a point-of-contact 
for veterans, servicemembers, reserv-
ists, or other eligible persons; the cer-
tifying official(s); the State approving 
agency of jurisdiction; and VA. The 
designated employee must have access 
(other than to transmit certifications) 
to VA’s Internet-based education cer-
tification application to provide cer-
tification information to veterans, 
servicemembers, reservists, or other el-
igible persons, State approving agency 
representatives, and VA representa-
tives; 

(iii) Each certifying official uses the 
VA facility code for the location that 
has administrative capability for the 
teaching location where the student is 
training when submitting required re-
ports and certifications to VA; and 

(iv) Each certifying official has full 
access to the administrative records 
and accounts that § 21.4209 requires for 
each student attending the teaching lo-
cation(s) for which the certifying offi-
cial has been designated responsibility. 
These records may be originals, cer-
tified copies, or in an electronically 
formatted record keeping system. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672) 

(The Office of Management and Budget has 
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number 
2900–0073) 

[72 FR 20427, Apr. 25, 2007] 

§ 21.4267 Approval of independent 
study. 

(a) Overview. Except as provided in 
§§ 21.4252(g), 21.7120(d), and 21.7622(f), VA 
may not pay educational assistance for 
a nonaccredited course which is offered 
in whole or in part by independent 
study. Hence, it is necessary to dif-
ferentiate independent study from 
similar courses. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3014, 3523, 3672, 3676(e), 
3680A(a)) 

(b) Definition of independent study. (1) 
VA considers a course to be offered en-
tirely by independent study when— 

(i) It consists of a prescribed program 
of study with provision for interaction 
between the student and the regularly 
employed faculty of the institution of 
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higher learning. The interaction may 
be personally or through use of com-
munications technology, including 
mail, telephone, videoconferencing, 
computer technology (to include elec-
tronic mail), and other electronic 
means; 

(ii) It is offered without any regu-
larly scheduled, conventional class-
room or laboratory sessions; and 

(iii) It is not a course listed in para-
graph (c), (d), or (e) of this section. 

(2) VA considers a course to be of-
fered in part by independent study 
when— 

(i) It is not classified as one of the 
three types of courses listed in para-
graph (c) of this section; 

(ii) It has some weeks when standard 
class sessions are scheduled; and 

(iii) It consists of independent study 
as defined in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section during those weeks when there 
are no regularly scheduled class ses-
sions. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3523, 3676(e), 3680A(a)) 

(c) Scope of independent study. VA 
does not consider any of the following 
courses to be courses offered by inde-
pendent study. 

(1) A cooperative course as defined in 
§ 21.4233(a); 

(2) A farm cooperative course; or 
(3) A course approved as a cor-

respondence course. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3676(e), 3680A(a)) 

(d) Undergraduate resident training. 
VA considers the following under-
graduate courses to be resident train-
ing. 

(1) A course which meets the require-
ments for resident institutional train-
ing found in § 21.4265(f); 

(2) A course which requires regularly 
scheduled, standard class sessions at 
least once every two weeks and which 
has a total number of class sessions 
equal to the number of credit hours 
awarded for the course, times the num-
ber of weeks in a standard quarter or 
semester, as applicable; 

(3) A course of student teaching; and 
(4) Flight training which is an inte-

gral part of a standard undergraduate 
college degree. 

(e) Graduate resident training. VA con-
siders a graduate course to be resident 
training if the course— 

(1) Is offered through regularly sched-
uled, conventional classroom or labora-
tory sessions; or 

(2) Consists of research (either on 
campus or in absentia) necessary for 
the preparation of the student’s— 

(i) Master’s thesis, 
(ii) Doctoral dissertation, or 
(iii) Similar treatise which is pre-

requisite to the degree being pursued; 
or 

(3) Consists of a combination of 
training as described in paragraphs 
(e)(1) and (e)(2) of this section. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3676(e), 3680A(a)) 

(f) Course approval. A State approving 
agency may approve a course offered 
by independent study or a combination 
of independent study and resident 
training only if the course— 

(1) Is accredited; 
(2) Meets the requirements of 

§ 21.4253; and 
(3) Either— 
(i) Leads to a standard college de-

gree; or 
(ii) For courses approved on or after 

December 27, 2001, leads to a certificate 
that reflects educational attainment 
offered by an institution of higher 
learning. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672, 3675, 3680A(a)(4)) 

(g) Remedial and deficiency courses. 
Remedial and deficiency courses of-
fered by independent study cannot be 
approved. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672, 3675, 3680A(a)(4)) 

[61 FR 6783, Feb. 22, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 40280, July 28, 1997; 73 FR 2426, Jan. 15, 
2008] 

§ 21.4268 Approval of licensing and 
certification tests. 

(a) Authority to approve licensing and 
certification tests. (1) Except for ap-
proval of the licensing and certifi-
cation tests and the organizations or 
entities offering these tests that, as 
provided in § 21.4250(c)(2), are VA’s re-
sponsibility, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs delegates to each State approv-
ing agency the authority, within the 
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